366                          VARRQ'S CHANGE.

Seeing Hannibal's general position, the Eoman consul, al-
ready over, concluded to draw up in the plain opposite the
Carthaginians. He was burning to have it out with this arch-
enemy of v Eome. No doubt every soldier in the ranks was
equally ardent. But Varro held fast to the smaller camp
and the river.

This theory of the battle may be thought to be weak in
that it makes Hannibal fight with a river at his back. But
at this distance from the sea the Aufidus is everywhere ford-
able at the early harvest-season, so that the river was practi-
cally not a danger; or at least a lesser one than being over-
lapped, and in any event a decisive defeat now would be the
end of Hannibal's career* This he well knew, and he pro-
posed to make his men fight out the battle to the bitter end.
The river helped to do this.

Varro also threw out his light troops in advance. He saw
that it would not avail him to extend his line beyond that of
Hannibal, as the troops on the flanks would, owing to the
Carthaginian position, have nothing in their front and be
unable to take part in the battle; but in order to make his
line the heavier he changed the formation of his legions, so
that, as Polybius tells us, "the maniples were nearer each
other, or the intervals were decreased more than usual, and
the maniples showed more depth than front." This is con-
strued by some modern authorities to mean that Varro made
his maniples sixteen deep and ten front, instead of ten deep
and sixteen front as usual. Such a change would decrease
his front to near that of Hannibal's. There is nothing to
show just what the change was.

Whatever the change, it was a great error. The men were
unused to the formation, and the mass was so dense that it
could not act. Varro had sixty-six thousand infantry in line,
that is, out of his eighty thousand men he had left elevenks, as to throw it back at a slight angle to the
